Vision for Business Success

By Jeff Ahern

Introduction

Vision is a term that is often thrown around in the business world. Almost every organization
has a mission statement that is based upon a vision to serve a purpose in the community. Our
vision identifies who we are, what we do, why we do it, how we do it, and to whom we do it.

The business and self-help bookshelves are full of secular books that address the art of
employing visualization, meditation, memorization, affirmations, and journaling to achieve one’s
goals in life. But where is God in all of this? What does the Bible have to say about the purpose
and meaning of a vision for one’s business, ministry, or family? Is this something that should be
left to the unbelievers? How does this vision affect my relationship with the Lord and am 1|
attempting to combine secular with the sacred (or playing both sides of the court) when I employ
these methods that are heartily embraced by the non-believer community?

The purpose of this article is to show that vision is actually a spiritual process that God has
provided to allow us to see things from His perspective, to see witty ideas and inventions and
solutions to problems considered unsolvable, to see things that “be not” in the natural realm but
exist in the spirit realm and bring them into being in the natural realm. We’ll see that being a
visionary is simply a creative ability that the Creator of the Universe instilled in His children
when He created them in His own image and likeness. To forgo using this creative process is to
deny His vision of who we are called to be through the Blood of Jesus Christ.

Why is Vision So Important From A Biblical Perspective?

One of the best examples of God using visualization is found in the book of Genesis in the story
of Joseph and his family. God gave Joseph a dream of rulership. Coming from a family where
he was the 11" of 12 boys, he knew in the natural realm that he would always be “the low man
on the totem pole.” He was destined for a life of hand-me-down clothes and left over scraps
from his older brothers. Rulership in his own family was out of the question, never mind
rulership of a continent. But God had another vision for Joseph’s life.

The dreams that God gave Joseph in which the sheaves and the sun, moon, and stars were
bowing down to him might seem encrypted or vague to modern business leaders, but the people
of that time were well versed in dream interpretation and no one in this story ever questioned the
interpretation of the dream. In fact, their understanding of Joseph’s dream is what made his
family resentful and jealous of him. His father, Israel, was no stranger to God-given dreams and
visions and although he might have been angry with Joseph when he heard the dream, the Bible
says that he kept the dream in mind (Gen 37:5-11).

It would take many years before God would place Joseph in that position of rulership in Egypt,
but Joseph never forgot the dream. During the periods of imprisonment and slavery, the dream
fueled him towards serving as a ruler in everything that he undertook. We see from the story that



God gave Joseph the vision at an early age to help him endure the hardship that he would have to
go through in preparation for his position of rulership.

In the same way, sometimes the vision that God gives us seems to tarry and during the waiting
process we assume that God has given up on us, or we just give up and abandon the vision. But
God gives us vision to allow us to see a part of the unseen things that He sees in the spirit realm.
A God-given vision provides us hope, and we see in Hebrews 11:1-3 that our faith and our hope
are the spiritual tools that bring those things that God has shown us from the unseen realm into
the natural realm.

Another great example of God using visualization to provide hope for the future is found in
Genesis 15:5-6 where God had Abraham look at and count the stars. I’m sure that whenever his
vision seemed to tarry that Abraham would just go outside and look at the stars and remind
himself of the promise that God had given to him.

In the story of Jacob and Laban we see another spiritual purpose to the use of vision. Jacob
made a deal with his brother in-law Laban for his employment wages. Jacob proposed that he
would keep the speckled, spotted, and black sheep and goats as his wages and that any animal
without speckles or spots would belong to Laban. I’m not an expert in animal husbandry, but it’s
my understanding that these speckled and spotted sheep would have been in the minority. In
addition, a speckled or spotted animal would most likely mate and create a non-speckled or
spotted animal. The deal that Jacob proposed was absurd in the natural realm and Laban quickly
agreed to it (Gen 31-34).

Proverbs 27:17 says that as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he, and apparently Jacob must have
known that as a sheep thinketh in his heart, so is it. Jacob immediately starts his 4-H animal
husbandry project by positioning stripped poplar and almond branches in front of the water
trough. The knots in the wood must have appeared to be spots. The animals must have seen the
reflection of those stripped and spotted branches in the water trough and when they gave birth,
they produced sheep and goats similar in markings. In time, Laban’s flock had decreased and
Jacob’s flock increased. Although Jacob’s intentions are manipulative and controlling, this story
shows us the creative power that is available through the visualization process even for animals
that don’t have the ability to think.

The Bible is full of stories where God shows His children the future by giving them a vision and
then asking them “What do you see?” (Gen 31:12, Jer 1:11-13, Jer 24:3, Zech 4:2, Zech 5:2) In
each case, God’s purpose was to show His children what the future held for them and their nation
in order to get them to act accordingly. God promises that He has good plans for you (Jer 29:11)
and He wants to show you those plans to encourage you and provide you with creative thoughts
to solve the problems and circumstances of your life.

How Our Vision Dictates Our Success

Our thoughts can originate from our spirit, soul, or body and in turn, our thoughts can control our
spirit, soul, and body. The Holy Spirit, who became one with our spirit when we were born-
again speaks to us through our spirit man. Our spirit man communicates with our mind and we
often call these spirit man originated thoughts “intuition, conscience, or a gut feeling.”



